
THE BAY REGION TODAY:
A SNAPHOT FOR CONTEXT



THE BAY REGION



Salient facts:

Regional economy as big as the Netherlands.

(California’s economy is as big as France: #5.)

GINI coefficient (inequality metric) 2x the Netherlands. 

Wealth is due to Tech and Biotech, venture capital.

Public realm post-1960s suffers from underinvestment.

Three world-class research universities, two public. 



Inequality: The Bay Region’s GINI Coefficient



What makes up the Public Realm?

Includes publicly accessible goods and services:
- Transit
- Housing
- Healthcare
- Natural Resources (agriculture, biodiversity)
- Education (nursery school through higher ed.)

and their:
- Governance
- Maintenance
- Planning
- Investment



Bay Region 
Transit now



Transit should look like this.



Why transit matters.

Lack of transit infrastrucure means that the Bay Region’s transit-
served inner core is overloaded. Jobs are there, housing isn’t.
Homelessness reflects this. Access to housing is a big problem. but



New housing is mostly market-rate.



Healthcare Infrastructure



Nature



The Bay Region as an Ecosystem
3 big cities:
 San José
 San Francisco
 Oakland
Each < 1.0 million population
 SF has the political clout, but 

region lacks a center. 
 Regional governance is weak.
 Policymaking and leadership 

comes from think-tanks and 
commissions.

 Tech industry is starting to 
step up—healthcare, 
housing, higher ed.



Higher-Ed. Ecosystem

Includes:
 3 leading research universities: 2 public and 1 private
 5 other universities: 3 public and 2 private
 4 colleges: all private
 Specialized institutions (private)
 Community colleges (public)
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